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This is one of the great performances of polity which
mankind seem agreed to celebrate and admire; yet, to all
this nothing was necessary but the determination of a very
few men to be silent.

From this time the queen of Hungary proceeded with
an uninterrupted torrent of success. The French, driven
from station to station, and deprived of fortress after for-
tress, were, at last, enclosed with their two generals, Bellisle
and Broglio, in the walls of Prague, which they had stored
with all provisions, necessary to a town besieged, and
where they defended themselves three months before any
prospect appeared of relief.

The Austrians, having been engaged chiefly in the field,
and in sudden and tumultuary excursions, rather than a
regular war, had no great degree of skill in attacking or
defending towns. They, likewise, would naturally con-
sider all the mischiefs done to the city, as falling, ulti-
mately, upon themselves; and, therefore, were willing to
gain it by time rather than by force.

It was apparent that, how long soever Prague might be
defended, it must be yielded at last, and, therefore, all arts
were tried to obtain an honourable capitulation. The mes-
sengers from the city were sent back, sometimes unheard,
but always with this answer: " That no terms would be
allowed, but that they should yield themselves prisoners of
war."

The condition of the garrison was, in the eyes of all
Europe, desperate; but the French, to whom the praise
of spirit and activity cannot be denied, resolved to make
an effort for the honour of their arms. Maillebois was at
that time encamped with his army in Westphalia. Orders
were sent him to relieve Prague, The enterprise was
considered as romantick. * Maillebois was a inarch of forty
days distant from Bohemia, the passes were narrow, and
-the ways foul; and it was likely that Prague would be
taken before he could reach it. The inarch was, however,
begun: the army, being joined by that of count Saxe,
consisted of fifty thousand men, who, notwithstanding all